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Trailer Tribe
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NE DAY WHILE
SCOURING EBAY
FOR VINTAGE
TRAILER GOOD-

IES, CHUCK MILTENBERGER
FOUND AN AD FOR A TRAILER
HE WASN'T REALLY INTER-
ESTED IN, BUT HE NOTICED
THE FRONT END OF ANOTHER
TRAILER POKING OUT FROM
BEHIND THE BARN. CHUCK
KNEW IT WAS A 1950 WEST-
CRAFT CORONADO PULL-

- MAN AND HE WANTED IT. HE

WROTE TO THE SELLER AND
ASKED IF IT WAS FOR SALE
AND GOT THE USUAL AN-
SWER WE SO OFTEN HEAR:

- “NO WAY; I'M GONNA RE-
STORE THAT ONE." SO, CHUCK

LEFT HIS NUMBER, WAITED
PATIENTLY, AND ABOUT SIX
MONTHS LATER GOT A CALL
AND MADE A DEAL.

is new except for some windows and the
roof. Chuck is a meticulous craftsman and
he just couldn't get what he wanted using
the original matenals. What's amazing is
that the trailer looks completely original to
the untrained eye. '

The blinds are a perfect example of
Chuck’s ingenuity, which he custom-
built by copying ones he found in a
1941 Westcraft. Of course, he couldn't
just use any wood for the slats, so he
bought some old blinds that came out
of a 1940s house so he could recycle the
basswood slats.

Trying to keep the original look of the
trailer while having all the conveniences of
a modem RV, Chuck needed to hide the
batieries, generator, and propane tanks,
so he came up with a very cool cowling
to cover everything on the front tongue

- without having to give up space inside

the trailer. There is also a 40-gallon fresh-
water tank and 30-gallon black and gray
water tanks tucked into the frame.

HIDDEN
TRE

When he got the trailer home, he
found extensive water damage, as the
last owner had taken out many of the
windows and water flowed freely over
the original birch paneling. No matter, as
Chuck planned on a complete rebuild, so
he gutted the trailer down to the studs.

Chuck said that his first goal while
designing the trailer came from his wife,
Toni, who wanted a bathroom, so he
started with that and went from there. He
quickly realized that he couldn't get the
height he needed for a fullsize shower, so
he completely rebuilt the entire aluminum
frame of the trailer. Of course, the old

| single-axle undercarriage couldn't sup-

port the weight of all the new additions
he planned, so he custom-built a new
double axle to his exacting standards. In
fact, everything you see in these pictures

Everything on the trailer is a work of art,
from the hand-formed aluminum bathtub/
shower to the cut-down windows, which
Chucdk aeated from some of the original win-
dows. All of the woodwork is gorgeous, and
Chucdk even did the uphokstery work himself.

Chuck is a true Renaissance man and
is cut from a very spedal doth. He reminds

A Wood and water are not a good mix

A GORGEOUSLY
REBUILT 1950
WESTCRAFT
CORONADO
PULLMAN

us of an early homesteader who could
build, fix, or create just about anything
they put their mind to, and half the time
the materials came from something they
had scrounged from the pile out back.
And, yes, Chuck restored the gor-

geous 1938 REQ truck that he uses to
tow the Westcraft! ¥
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The driver side of the Westcraft

p Check
out the
incredible
detail of
the blinds
on the
screen
door

A The beautiful bathroom with all the A Chuck can pop off the cowling in about
comforts of home 20 seconds
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A The front room includes a pullout table
and a couch that doubles as a bed
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A The REO as found by Chuck ... he likes
a challenge!
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A The bedroom has a queen-size bed that
lifts up to access storage undemeath
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